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Global leader in advancing green schools, 
providing school districts and education leaders with 

resources and training to create 
sustainable, healthy, resilient and equitable 

learning environments.
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STATE OF OUR SCHOOLS 
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND GREEN SCHOOLS
Assessing Students’ and Communities’ Access to Green Schools

Research team:

Shuang Zhao, University of Alabama Huntsville (presenting)

Shan Zhou, Michigan Technological University

Douglas S. Noonan, Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis
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WHAT HAVE WE FOUND SO FAR?

Generally: “reverse injustice” story 
• for all ethnicity variables 
• maybe a tendency for better-educated communities to host green

A new school is more likely to be green as
• % minorities enrolled increases
• % minorities in host neighborhood increases
• Average income in host neighborhood decreases
• % receiving lunch subsidies is uncorrelated with likelihood
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